[Value of digital subtraction of left ventriculographies by the venous route. Comparison with balanced scintigraphy of the heart cavities].
The development of numerisation material in radiology currently permits to perform usual cardiovascular tests. The authors report a series of 48 patients who benefited from the determination by numerised left ventriculography, of their stroke volume (SV). In 37 cases, the peripheral venous route is used while in 11 cases the central venous route is used, in the pulmonary artery trunk. The SV values obtained with both methods (one advocated by the manufacture and another one developed by the authors), are correlated with the SV values obtained with the isotopic method, used as reference. The correlations are satisfactory, approximately 0.79 for all patients of the study, and markedly improve when the injection of the contrast material is performed in the pulmonary artery (approximately 0.95). The authors conclude that determination of the left ventricle SV by numerisation is an interesting technique in centers where there is no department of nuclear medicine, and is absolutely necessary to complement right catheterisation.